1y Nancy Ness

n 1981 New
Hampshire's
M o und
Washington

Holel was pui- world-class property.

chased for 5315 million
al auction by MWH Prassrvation Limited, a
group of Mew Hampshire businessimen. At
the time, the group owned the historic Cog
Failway Now lhey also own the Mount
Washington Goll Course, the Mount
Pleasant Golf Couarse. Bretton Woods ski
area and 950 acres bordering the hotel
propery; bringing the totzl acres owned to
awhopping 1,230,

Before my recent visit this past fall. 1 had
previcusly stavec al the resort in December
1999, the Arsl winter that the hotel stayed
open. The place was dressed for a
Cinclerelia ball, sparkling with holiday fes-
tivities and decorations. Choosing 1o slay
open through MNew Hampshire’s harsh win-
ters was a big commitment—and a wise
decision. This is only one of a seres of
impressive changes made by MWH. The
entreprenseurs have revitalized the historie
[roperty: lurning it inlo a yearround vesor
of the highest gquality

The massive hatel has been restored and
enhanced with the help of top interior
designer Carleton Varney, who has lent his
towch to the White House and many
celebrily homes, This time | siaved in the
Dovothy Draper rooim, which seemed like a
landscape out of Alice i Wonderland. The
ronm’s furnishiongs include bright-red, wall-

,(Jf e %{d{. 2

Several improvenents
return New Hampshire's
Mount Washington Roesort
to ils vightful place as g

wo-wall  carpet, turguoise
walls. bold Roral patteemn fab-
ric anel & black-and-white file
cormer with a hot wh.The win-
clows are large enougly o drive a
idack truck through them; the ceiling
[viget wenaled cward Michael Jordan. 1 hacd
te climb three steprstonl stairs fo reach the
bieel, The mom pays tribule o Dorothy
Draper, & radical interior decorator of the
190 and "4,

Othet improvements can be seen through-
out the progserty Bretton Woods has been
expanded o hecome the lardest ski area in
the state and is oiten picked as one of the
miast seenic slopes in fhe East because of its
white birch trees and views of Mounl
Washington (the highest peak in the East)
and the hotel Under way for 2006 is a pedes-
trian village by the base lodge Additionally
the railway now stays open n the winter and
rurs ski trains wp part of the mountain, mak-
ing it possille o ski either an
intermediate or beginping
trail denvn 1,100 vertical fest.

The hioted has always been a
stop-inyourtracks gorgeous
national historic site, Possibly
ong of the most photographed
[wildings in the Martheast, it was
buiit i 1902 by Joseph Stickney a
Pennsylvania Railioad teooon and
Nenw Hampshire native.

Coll plays an important part in
e resors character. The Mount
Pleasant course, opened in 1895, is
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a ninehole linksstyle course (3.255vards,
par 33}, Construction on an addilional nine
hales will be completed in 2004,

The &hole Moont Washinglon golf
course was designed by the Scotlish archi-
tect Donald Ross in 1515 The property also
has a Aplusyard driving range, a nine-
hole puling green and a new clubhouse
with a lullservice restaumant.

This recent trip served as my introduction
ter goll. | like sports that completely exhaust
me, entail some adventure and fake place in
the wildermess. 50 ils not surprising that |
found golf confining. It reminded me ol
bowling, However, the selling was spectacu-
lar, and 1 got a kick out of the state-okthe-art
golf cart. It featured a screen with satellite
technology that gives realdtime information
o distance 1o holes and hazards and offers
lips from pros. The cars also can communi-
cate with the clubhouse,so you can place an
order with the bar or grill
while still on the green.

Wilderness lies beyond
the golf courses, and
thersfore every employ-
ee and club member has
4 tale about spotting a
Lear, moose ar other
wildlife frolicking on
the green. My goll pro
once was teaching a

lesson when a black
bear walked behind
him and climbed a
neartw  tree, Cne



moriing 1 just missed a moose
crogsing hole five, The hotel S
overiooks the golf courses, s0
seeing wildlife is a regular
OCCUrrence,
If your'se like me and golf is
not your thing, these ane 12
beaulifully maintained red
clay tennis courts, four
pools and a fshing pond.
Howe about horseback rid-
ing? Need a lesson? You
can get one on horse
hack rding, flv-fishing, §
skiing. tennis, golf and
even photography )
| gol a lesson in fly-
fishing and in the
prcess caught bwio Ditthe silver
Fish, Although Fed rther et ouch a wriggling
fish—aof iy twn catehes, one fell off the hook
and the ather was faken off for me—the les
son was enjovable. Getting the rod motion
down takes practice, and once you start to
focus on mewving the lure in the water it all
comes together, This is my vpe of sport: Tt
happens in the wild and it unpredictable
Liss active options inclade music concerts
and weekly lectures, There are also special
ovents sich as the BodeFest Ski & Golf
Challenge on April 2530, hosted by Bode
Miller, & native of New Hampshire, a World
Cupe champion, a multiple Olympic medalist

ane the director of skiing
at Bretton Woods. The
lonekey Miller regularly
gats spotted on the goll
course and slopes,

Other events include

May's 30th annual Taste of
New Hampshire, June's
Flivwner Festival, a Fowrth of
July celebration and an
ALEUST SUIMIMEr IMusic seres.
The events are apen to the
public. For the full list, check
thie resors Wl site,
Food choices mnge from for-
mal to pub fare. Crystal chande
liers and Tiffany stained-glass
windows highlight the octagonal
Grand Ballroom that houses the
hotels AAA Four Diamoncd-ated
restaurant. For & faste of histong walk dovre-
stairs to the Cave,a Prohibition-era speakeasy
A rock unnel leads to the secret hideout,

New Hampshires “live free or die” state
motie makes sense ai the resort. It's an
incredibly opulenl setting with an unpre-
tentlous attitude. Kids roam the halls, and
people fecl perfectly comfortable in jeans
in mest places. lis easy to find things to do,
Vel can just relax in this fantastic setting.
Dan't forget 10 bring your camer, L]

Mount Washington Resort at Bretton Woods:
800/ 3141 752; www.miwashington.com

Lovely mountains amd a golf course surround the Mount Washington Resort {below left).
Bode Miller (left Inset) is a regular presence at the resort, where guests can also work on
thelr My-fishing and tennis (above). The resort's interior (belpw) darzles.
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