- hietaways

While New England seems to own the franchise on autumn
leaves, nature, in fact, puts on this spectacular show all across

the country.

Cold weather comes to Mew England and Colorado earlier
than it does to California, Arkansas and Virginia, so the autumn
colorfest moves from north to south beginning in late September
and carmying on through mid November. Those who can't make it
to Mew England in early October can enjoy similar displays of
colors in Pennsylvania and Virginia later in the month.

Here is & selection of five regions where a fall foliage trip
will reward you with a vibrant encounter with nature.

M New Hampshire

and Vermont

The White Mountain Trail, one
of the most popular foliage
routes in New Hampshire,
runs along the Kancamagus
Highway from Lincoln through

Morth Conway, then north
along U.5. Route 302
through Crawford Notch to
the Mount Washington Hotel
in Bretton Woods, and on to
Franconia Notch. To avoid
some of the crowds, many
leaf-peepers head farther

north and drive through
Finkham Notch, Berlin,
Lancaster and Gorham,

As in New Hampshire,
Vermont's prime color season
falls during the first three
weeks of October. At that
time, state Route 100, which
runs up the center of the
state, is packed with
tourists, as are the towns of
Manchester and Dover. For a
more relaxed tour, head to
the Mortheast Kingdom in
late September and drive
along the small roads north
of 5t. Johnsbury, zigzagging
north toward Burke Mountain
and Mewport.

H-Southern West Virginia
The hardto-reach southemn
comer of West Virginia has
phenomenal autumn colors
and equally spectacular ter-
rain along New River Gorge.
- Central Colorado

The heart of foliage country
in Colorado is Crested Butte
and Gunnison.

Because of its elevation,
Colorado has an early sea-
son, normally peaking in the
last two weeks of September.
That's when the aspens turn
a lush goldenrod color that
soon blankets the Rockies.
Some mountainsides are cov-
ered in an endless array of
Eolden tones; others are

punctuated with expanses of
EBVETEreens, weaving a natural
tapestry of hunter greens
and rich golds baneath the
rocky peaks.

¥ Arizona: San Francisco
Mountains and Coconino
Mational Forest

This surprising foliage region,
north of Flagstaff, puts on its
main display of colors from
mid September to the end of
October.

A suggested route for
foliage begins just north of
Fagstaff in the San Francisco
Mountains. U.S. Highway 89
and U.5. Highway 180 both
run north from Flagstaff. Take
either one past Arizona
Snowbowl, a ski resort, then
follow the Forest Service
signs between the two high-
ways to Peaks Loop or
Schultz Pass Drive.

Wherever one resides,
there are accessible regions
that showcase the change of
seasons. The Forest
Service's Fall Color Hotline
can guide you to good foliage
spots as the autumn color
display progresses acrpss
the country. Call 500-354-
4595 or check the Forest
Service Web site.
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