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East Coast Backcountry?

wanted to ski off-piste, you had to |

IT USED TO BE THAT IF YOU |
| jaypeakresort.com)

go west. But now more eastern
resorts and guiding services are lead-

ing skiers away from the marked trails
and into the glades, steep chutes, and |
open bowls that harbor powder for |

weeks after the last nor’easter.

Sugarbush Outback Guides
WARREN, VT

Follow extreme skiing legend John
Egan (or his well-trained staff) into
Vermont's Slide Brook Wilderness,
complete with 2,000 acres of rolling
knolls, thinned-out birch stands, and
cliff drops high enough to make you
think twice. (From $40 per day, plus lift
ticket; sugarbush.com)

Jay Peak

Backcountry Clinics

JAY, VT

Warm up in Jay’s in-bounds glades
before heading (with a guide) to its
unmarked ones, which feature some

of the East’s most skiable and powder-
choked trees. (From $39, plus lift ticket;

Bolton Adventure Center
BOLTON VALLEY, VT

Work your quads climbing the Bolton
to Trapps Trail or ride up the Vista
Quad chairlift (some climbing still
required) and you'll be rewarded with
both steep and mellow pitches down
narrow trails through dense woods.
($100 per person for groups of four; bolton-
valley.com)

International Mountain
Climbing School

NORTH CONWAY, NH

The IMCS guides will introduce you
to the backcountry traditions of
Tuckerman’s Ravine and the Presi-
dential Range, then have you skiing
on belay, building snow anchors, and
learning avalanche-avoidance tech-
niques. ($110 per person for groups of
four; ime-usa.com)




