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HRISTMASES PAST AND PRESENT
blend seamlessly in downtown
| Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Walking along the l'lm_l- sidewalks re-
cently dusted w ) pic
ture the stre
buggies carolers ng Eantf_rnr.
I love to walk along the Piscataqua
River, past tugboats strung with C hrist-
mas lights. Prescort Park featur
of the rushing river and of
Maine, directly across the ¢
ths it's winter and unden
the coastal air and lapping wa
irresistible.
But the most compelling dHH to
tsmouth this season awaits
past: Strawber nke, a liv
te L-F rhﬁ

r Banke's annual
e the “Travel

]mme:- th:.:.t are filled with period ¢
and costumed interp
The Goodwin Mansion, once the
home of a New Hampshire g
and adorned with lavish Vi

orations, is by
of the homes. As [ walk from humu_ to

The Goodwin Mansion is
Don't Miss Stay Here decked oul in turn-of-the-
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The view toward Market Street
features the spire of North
Church—the best known land-
mark in Portsmouth.

Shop Here

Anna Streel Studio, 113
Market 5t. Designer Carrie
James mixes and matches
fabrics to create stylish
handbags. 603-433-2247
annastrest.com

Attrezzi, 78 Market St
This shop has a distinctive
collection of cookware,
dinnerware, glassl.-.fare,
kitchen utensils, and
gadgets, plus wines and
‘gourmet foods. 603-427-
1667, attrezzinh.com
Byrne & Carlson, 121 State
5t A local chocolatier. 888-559-9778,
603-559-9778. byrneandcarlson.com
Cobble Hill, 52 Fleet S5t. A furniture
and home design shap featuring
antiques and contemporary pieces.
BO3-334-68606,

Macro Polo, 82 Market 51 Find cultish
toys, knick knacks, retro trinkets, and
games that are perfect as offbeat gifts.
603-436-6338.

Serendipity, 41 Pleasant 5t. A won-
derful women’s clothing boutique.
603-427-0650. serendipitynh.com
Somnia, 107 Congress St The collection
of luxurious linens will leave you pin-
ing for bed. 603-433-7600. somnia.net
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home, carolers and a fife and drum
band provide good cheer. Steady flames
of a nearby bonfire add warmth to the
cold evening air and offer respite for
icy feet and hands. Across the green is
the Shapiro House, where a 1912 Ha-
nukkah celebration is being held, com-
plete with latkes (traditional potato
pancakes) frying on the stove in the tiny
kitchen. The alluring smell reminds me
that there are many tempting tastes
waiting to be discovered in the modern
downtown. As I leave Scrawbery Banke,
I wave to Saint Nicholas, encircled by
children of all ages.

I did not come to Portsmouth in
December to sleep, but my bed rests in
a lovely spot: the Sise Inn on Court
Street, only a five-minute walk to the
center of town. In the morning I reenter
Christmas present while dining at a
lavish brunch buffer at the Wentworth
by the Sea hotel on Great Island. It's fun
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watching the kids crowd around Santa,
who listens carefully to their wishes.
Nestled among the buffet’s ice sculp-
tures are a towering gingerbread house
and animated elves. (Fewer than three
miles away, the Sheraton Harborside
also offers a breakfast buffet every Sun-
day in December with Mr. and Mrs.
Claus. The couple happily pose for pic-
tures with the hotel’s stunning 12-foot
tree as a perfect backdrop.)

My afternoon is all about music. At
the historic Music Hall, the New Hamp-
shire Symphony Orchestra graces the
stage with its Holiday Pops concert,
and within minutes I find myself hum-
ming along to some of the more popu-
lar holiday tunes.

In the evening 1 am immersed in
gloom, fear, and hope. The gem of the
local drama scene is the annual perform-

ance of Charles Dickens® A Christmas
Carol at The Players® Ring. This inti-
mate theater makes me feel like 'm at a
private performance with close friends.
The acting is superb—think real tears
and a convincing curmudgeon (one of
Scrooge’s fits is downright frightening).
Beware the truly haunting ghost of
Christmas past, which is a testament to
the technical staff’s expertise in special
effects.

Of course, Christmas shopping lends
its own special effect to a Portsmouth
stroll. Boutiques and galleries offer
everything from whimsical stocking
stuffers and trendy clothing to expen-
sive jewelry and handmade furniture
and crafts. Many of the downtown
businesses stay open late during Decem-
ber, and a few serve wine and cheese.

As I continue to walk, the warmth of



Eat Here

Breaking New Grounds, 14 Market 5q. Prices: $1.35-55.50. 603-436-9555,
Lindbergh’s Crossing, 29 Ceres St, Entrées: $18-531. b03-431-0847,
lindberghscrossing.com

Ceres Bakery, 51 Penhallow 5t. Don't miss the gooey, buttery, and simply sinful
mammath sticky buns, Prices: $1.50-37.00. 603-436-6518. ceresbakery.com
Friendly Toast, 121 Congress 5t. Yau may have lo wait on weekend mornings,
but the eclectic atmosphere and extensive menu make it worth your while,

Prices: §7-311, 603-430-2154,

Jumpin® Jay's Fish Cafe, 150 Congress 5t. A seafood haot spot in the heart of town
that draws a lively crowd seven days a week. Entrées: $18-325, 603-766-3474,
Jumpinjays.com

Victory 96 State Street, 96 State 5t. Low-key dining featuring "new” MNew England
dishes with outstanding flavars, Entrées: $19-527. 603-76b-0960. 96statestrest.com

a café beckons, Breaking Wew Grounds,
in the center of Market Square, has a
wall of international coffees and teas.
Local musicians often play here in the
evening, and the café’s brownies are
fresh, delicious, and more than enough
for two. Try the hot chocolate—it’s thick
and rich, but not too sweet. For dinner
[ head to Lindbergh’s Crossing, a small
and intimate eatery tucked away on
Ceres Street, overlooking the harbor.

Afrer dinner, | pass again through
Market Square, where the city’s Christ-
mas tree sparkles. At the annual tree
lighting (this vear on December 1),
you'll find bagpipers and festive carol-
ers, with local businesses passing ont
cookies and drinks.

The following evening brings the
Huliday Parade (see the *Traveler’s Cal-
endar,” page 120), a staple for more
than 25 years, with a spirited array of
floats, bands, and people dressed in cos-
tume. The scene gers only more beauti-
ful when it snows, Even Scrooge might
smile then. #

Portsmouth’s Christmas tree
stands in Market Square, the
huby of downtown,




