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Fall colors on “The Kanc”
in New Hampshire

Hit the Road

The journey is
the destination
for these cruises
down America’s
eafy byways and
back roads.

BY JACK FEERICK
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
Kancamagus
Scenic Byway

Even New Englanders who
aren’t from New Hampshire
agree that this route is one of
the best places in America to
see fall foliage colors. The Kanc
(as locals call it) winds through
the heart of New Hampshire’s
White Mountain National
Forest. Amidst old logging
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awift River Bridgo,

roads and Native American
hunting trails, the byway
follows the path of the Swift
River, with many recreation
options along the way, from
hiking to visiting historic sites
and tourist attractions.
Backpackers will find trailheads
that provide access to many
overlooks, swimming holes, and
waterfalls; one favorite hike
heads to Sabbaday Falls, where
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water shoots down the narrow
flume that time has cut into the
region’s trademark granite.

At the Passaconaway
Historical Site, you can tour the
Russell-Colbath House and hear
the tale of a famously eccentric
New Englander, the 19th-
century rascal Thomas Alden
Colbath, who told his wife he
was going out one day—and
didn’t return for42 years.

The byway winds 3,000
feet up for a spectacular view
from the crest of Mount
Kancamagus, then descends
into the town of Lincoln, home
to Clark’s Trading Post
(clarkstradingpost.com), a
White Mountains fixture that
offers everything from train
rides to trained bear shows.
Then head into the Franconia
Notch State Park and the
Cannon Mountain ski resort
(cannonmt.com). There you
can take a trip on the aerial
tram—up to 4,180 feet—
watching for falcons as you go.

FIND OUT MORE

The speed limit on the
Kancamagus tops out at around
35 mph. It’s a good idea to stay
under the limit. Moose
crossings are common, so you'll
want to be ready to pull over
for a look—or at least stop and
let these benemoths pass. For %
other attractions in and around )
the White Mountains, go to :
visitwhitemountains.com. I
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VIRGINIA AND
NORTH CAROLINA

Blue Ridge
Parkway

The nation’s first and longest
scenic parkway runs 469 miles,
from Virginia’s Shenandoah
National Park to the Great
Smoky Mountains National
Park in North Carolina. With a
route that skims the crest of
the Southern Appalachians for
much of its length, the parkway
offers breathtaking vistas of
hazy mountains and mist-
shrouded valleys. The region
below the parkway is dotted
with visitor centers, museums,
and mountain villages whose
beginnings date back to the
area’s settiement.

Along the North Carolina
stretch, you'll find such
attractions as the Oconaluftee
Indian Village in Cherokee,
(cherokee-nc.com), a
representation of a 17700s
Cherokee community, and the
spectacular Biltmore Estate in
Asheville (biltmore.com); in
Maggie Valley, there’s the
Ghost Town in the Sky
(ghosttowninthesky.com), a
Wild West-theme amusement
park set atop Buck Mountain,
which reopened this year under
new management.

FIND OUT MORE
The Blue Ridge Parkway is
designed for leisurely travel,

Blue Ridge Parkway

with speed limits up to 45 mph.

Allow two to four days for the
drive, depending on side trips.

Check blueridgeparkway.org or

call 828/298-0398.

MINNESOTA

North Shore

Scenic Drive

A winding line between the

woodlands and the water, the

North Shore Scenic Drive

traces the shore of Lake

Superior, backdropped by the
sheer cliffs of the Sawtooth

!  Mountains. The wilderness

along the drive, which begins
' in Duluth and continues
} northand east to Grand
! Portage on the Canadian
. border, has a rugged beauty
. hewn by ancient volcanoes
and glaciers. Marvel at the
dozen-plus waterfalls that
¢ feed Lake Superior, the
world’s largest freshwater

i
;
'E

188 SEPTEMBER 2007 BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS

for thomsonite and agate on
the rocky beaches.

Eight state parks lie along the
drive’s 154-mile path, allowing
you access to the 3 million
acres of the Superior National
Forest, which is dominated by

. evergreens and more than

2,000 lakes. You'll find
campsites, hiking and bike trails,
and birdwatching. Just off the
scenic drive, you'll find
historical sites and roadside
attractions aplenty. Round out
your drive with a visit to
the Grand Marais
lighthouse and museum
with its scenic
breakwater where you
can enjoy spectacular
vistas of the lake.

FIND OUT MORE
Call 800/438-5884
or visit the Web site

byways.explore-
minnesota.com.

BY THE
BYWAY

For more
information on
great weekend and
vacation drives,
along with maps
and suggested
itineraries, visit the
National Scenic
Byways Program
online at byways.

org/explore/byways.
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