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The Rocks is a beautiful place in the country where we learned 

all sorts of things about maple – like how North America is the 

only place in the world that has sugar maples (one out of every 

four trees in Northern New England is a sugar maple) and that 

the Native Americans used maple in their food and even had 

a special Thanksgiving feast for maple in the early spring. I 

already knew that it took gallons and gallons of sap to make 

syrup, but watching a vat of thousands of gallons all bubbling 

and steaming until it started getting thick was awesome!

My Mom and Dad were having such a good time – you can tell 

when they start holding hands when they walk – that they 

said ‘How would you guys like to spend another day? We were 

thinking about driving farther north to visit some of the old 

sugarhouses…” And my brother and I said, “Yes!!!” before they 

could even finish their sentence.

So instead of heading back home, we turned east to Route 2 and then north on Route 16 to get to Berlin and drove along through 

the forest and countryside. I never realized New Hampshire was so big!

After visiting a museum about the old logging days on the Androscoggin River, we took one of those “scenic routes” (Route 2, 

west) over to Lancaster to begin our ride south and home. In Lancaster, we visited the Fuller Sugarhouse. Just before we got back 

in the car at the sugarhouse, they poured some really thick boiled-down sap on a fresh patch of snow and I finally got to taste 

Maple Sugar on snow.

Our final stop of the weekend was at Polly’s Pancake 

Parlor in Sugar Hill. We stocked up on maple goods  

before we headed home and now we have a giant jug  

of real New Hampshire maple syrup, pancake mix, maple 

cream to spread on toast, and of course maple sugar.

Maple syrup really sticks with you – or should I say to  

you – and so will this trip.  I can’t imagine having a  

“sweeter” vacation!
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MMaple for the Whole Family
Sweet!

Mileage & Drive Times

Boston, MA to Berlin, NH — 185 Miles, 3.5 Hours

New York, NY to Berlin, NH — 385 Miles, 7 Hours

Providence, RI to Berlin, NH — 235 Miles, 4.5 Hours

Hartford, CT to Berlin, NH — 270 Miles, 4.75 Hours

Philadelphia, PA to Berlin, NH — 480 Miles, 8.5 Hours

Montreal, QC to Berlin, NH — 180 Miles, 3.75 Hours


