
NEW HAMPSHIRE’S STUDENT

FOOTPRINTS FROM THE 
PAST
Suggested Group Itinerary 
Best Time to Visit: Spring through Fall

New Hampshire, being #9 out of the 13 original colonies, has experienced first-hand many pivotal 
moments in history including: the first aggressive act of the Revolutionary War, the destination for 
Paul Revere on his famous ride, Native American tribes, enslaved African Americans, global power 
in textile and trade, famous politicians and authors, and more. New Hampshire’s rich history and 
deeply engrained Yankee culture makes for an exciting educational journey. 

Southern New Hampshire
Day 1
•   Begin your tour in Portsmouth, an active and thriving seaside community with fishing, 

shipping, and trade and also where Paul Revere was riding to warn that the British were 

coming. Downtown Portsmouth is buzzing with energy filled with museums, theatres, 

boutique shops, and some of the best food anywhere. 

•   Walk back in time through a historic village with four centuries of preserved history at 

Strawbery Banke (1) where actors remain in character for the era they represent.

•   Head a few minutes down the road to New Castle, a town that is also its own island, to 

tour Fort Constitution (2) and the Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse (3). This is the site of the 

first aggressive act of the Revolutionary War. 

•   Pull Portsmouth together completely with an early evening walking tour through the 

Greater Portsmouth Chamber’s Visitor Center where they will captivate you with tales of 

ghosts and maritime folklore and journey to the enslaved American memorial site.

•   In the evening, catch a live show at the Music Hall Theatre (4), listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. Groups can enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour. 

Day 2
•   Wake up in the morning and learn to set the sail of a Gundalow Cruise (5), learn to 

navigate, troll for plankton, or learn about the human impact on marine ecosystems and 

water quality on this exact replica of a flat bottom barge ship from the 1700’s. 

•   After lunch, get on the road to head to Exeter for the American Independence Museum 

(6) to see two rare drafts of the U.S. Constitution. Exeter was the site of famous and gory 

Native American attack.  

•   Take a peek inside Philips Exeter Academy’s Library (7) which was designed by famous 

architect Louis I. Kahn. Philips Exeter famous alumni began in the 1700’s and now 

includes names such as Mark Zuckerberg, Gore Vidal, John Irving, and Dan Brown.

•   Continue west to overnight in Manchester, a city that was once the textile capital 

of the world.  It is now a cultural, urban hub in New England known for its signature 

beautiful brick structures that line the Merrimack River.

visitnh.gov



Day 3
•   Tour the Millyard including a visit to the SEE Science Center (8) with interactive 

exhibits and a scaled Lego display of the city of Manchester.

•   Have lunch at the Currier Museum of Art’s Winter Garden Café (9). After lunch, the 

group will split into two where half will tour their priceless collection and the other half 

will tour the Frank Lloyd Wright designed Zimmerman House offsite before swapping.

•   After, head up the road to check out the New Hampshire State House (10) in Concord 

which is the only state house in the country that still uses its original chambers. 

•   Work your way to Newbury for overnight to stay near Mount Sunapee but stopping 

along the way at the Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum (11) for a guided walk through 

Medicine Woods Nature Trail. 

Day 4
•   Wake up fast with eight of Mount Sunapee’s (12) 1000’ dual ziplines or test your 

balance with their Aerial Challenge Course.

•   Work your way to the Connecticut River Byway part of New Hampshire where you will 

find Saint Gauden’s (13), named for its former resident Irish born Augustus Saint Gaudens 

the world famous sculptor of the Beaux-Arts generation. This property is stunning and 

filled with trails, gardens, actual sculptures, working artists, and galleries.

•   Loop down to Plantation #4 (14), once the northwestern-most village within the British 

colonies where colonists once interacted with the Abenaki tribes. 

visitnh.gov
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Strawbery Banke Museum, Portsmouth - Experience and imagine how people lived and worked in this typical 
American neighborhood throughout four centuries of history. Through its restored houses, its featured exhibits, 
its historic landscapes and gardens, and its interpretive programs, Strawbery Banke tells the stories of the many 
generations who settled in the Portsmouth, NH, community from the late l7th to the mid-20th century. Contact: 
Jonathan Brown jbrown@strawberybanke.org P: 603-433-1110 www.strawberybanke.org

Fort Constitution Historic Site, New Castle – Historic lighthouse and location of the first aggressive act of the 
Revolutionary War where weapons and gunpowder stashes were raided but not a shot fired. Formally called Fort 
William and Mary. Contact:  P: 603-271-3556 www.nhstateparks.org

Portsmouth Harbour Trail, Portsmouth - Walking tours and/or step-on guide service year-round to help your 
tours experience 400 years of history highlighting Portsmouth’s historic homes, trademark tugboats and working 
waterfront, vibrant Market Square, blossoming Prescott Park, and more. Contact: Valerie Rochon, tourism@
portsmouthchamber.org P: 603-610-5510 www.portsmouthchamber.org

The Music Hall, Portsmouth - this 900 seat historic theater built in 1878. Welcomes student groups to try out the 
stage when there isn’t a scheduled performance. Contact: Monte Bohanan, mbohanan@themusichall.org P: 603-
436-2400 www.themusichall.org

Gundalow Company, Portsmouth- Launched their new gundalow cruise PISCATAQUA in December 2011 and it is 
set to sail with up to 30 passengers beginning Memorial Day weekend through October. Docked at Prescott Park. 
Contact: Meridith Davidson, mdavidson@gundalow.org P: (603) 433-9505 www.gundalow.org

American Independence Museum, Exeter – Discover the stories behind America’s revolutionary past and how 
they relate to our country today featuring the brave men and women who overcame uncertainties and established 
our country. Affiliated with the Ladd-Gilman House (1721) and the Folsom Tavern (1775) which was the center of 
the polical scene during the Revolution. Contact: Julie Hall Williams, info@independencemuseum.org P: 603-772-
2622 www.independencemuseum.org

Philips Exeter Library, Exeter – Designed by famous architect Louis I. Kahn. Countless politicials and influential 
figures studied at Philips Exeter Academy since the 1700’s and recent names include Mark Zuckerberg, Gore Vidal, 
John Irving, and Dan Brown. Contact: Gail Scanlon, gscanlon@exeter.edu P:603-777-3313 www.exeter.edu

SEE Science Center, Manchester – SEE was dedicated in April of 1986 and has been engaging visitors of all ages in 
the pursuit of science discovery ever since. SEE is a member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers 
and their passport program Contact: Becky Mayhew, becky@SEE-ScienceCenter.org P: 603-669-0400 www.see-
sciencecenter.org

Currier Museum of Art, Manchester - This intimate art museum features a changing selection of American and 
European paintings, sculpture, glass, ceramics, and more. The museum is pleased to be able to accommodate 
groups of up to 60 for tours and lunch in the Winter Garden Café. Contact: Lisa Pavlopoulos, lpavlopoulos@currier.
org P: 603.669.6144 x110 www.currier.org

New Hampshire State House, Concord – On Jan. 5, 1776, six months before the people of the United States claimed 
self-government, the people of New Hampshire gave this country its first state constitution. The next day, the 
House of Representatives was created.   Contact: Virginia Drew, virginia.drew@leg.state.nh.us P: 603-271-2154 
www.gencourt.state.nh.us
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Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum, Warner – Offering exhibitions, events, and programs dedicated to connecting 

people of today with 20,000 years of ongoing Native American cultural expression. The Museum embraces cultural 

diversity and encourages responsible environmental action based on respect for nature. Contact: Lynn Clark, direc-

tor@indianmuseum.org P: 603-456-2600 www.indianmuseum.org

Mount Sunapee Resort, Newbury – Adventure park includes zipline canopy tours, Segway excursions, an Aerial Chal-

lenge Course, Disc Golf, mini golf, and sky rides. Contact: Bruce McCloy, bmccloy@mtsunapee.com P: 603-763-3500 

www.mountsunapee.com

Saint Gaudens, Cornish - Discover the beautiful home, studios and gardens of Augustus Saint-Gaudens, one of 

America’s greatest sculptors. Over 100 of his artworks can be seen in the galleries, from heroic public monuments to 

expressive portrait reliefs, and the gold coins which changed the look of American coinage. Enjoy summer concerts, 

explore nature trails, or indulge your hidden talents during a sculpture class. Contact: Gregory Schwartz, Gregory_C_

Schwarz@nps.gov P: 603-675-2175 www.nps.gov/saga/index.htm

Fort at #4, Charlestown - Early families found themselves in a remote section of New England. No. 4 was the north-

ern most settlement of the English colonies at this time and became a major rallying point for troops fighting in the 

Revolutionary War. Contact: Wendy Baker, info@fortat4.com P: 603-826-5700 www.fortat4.org


