From R1ndge to Rochester
Wind Through the Natural Beauty

of Southern New Hampshire

Travel the winding and rural highway of U.S. Route 202 eastbound.

Route 202 travels through eight states, including New Hampshire. In the Granite
State, it passes through several college locations and some great scenery.

Route 202 enters New Hampshire at the Massachusetts border just southwest of
Rindge. From Jaffrey, it continues through Peterborough and toward the Franklin

Pierce Homestead near Hillsborough.

Between Hillsborough and Henniker, Route 202 winds along the Contoocook River

through narrow passes that are beautiful but dangerous. During high-water seasons,
these areas are favorites of New Hampshire kayakers. With all that water, Route 202

gets torn up on a regular basis. Be prepared for detours depending on the season.

That water also created the necessity of several beautiful but aging bridges. Many are closed to vehicles but open to
foot traffic; some have small parking areas nearby. There are covered bridges along the route, in West Hopkinton, the
Powder Mill area, and across the Contoocook River in Henniker, and other locations. There are numerous stone arches

along Route 202, many washed away from years of spring floods and lack of repair. These are relics worth exploring, but

with caution, of course.

The first real Route 202 Eats BRADY’S BAR & GRILLE
point of interest Here are a few of the restaurants 225 Concord St., Peterborough
i you’ll pass along the way. 924-9322
just off Route
202 as it enters AYLMER’S GRILLE PETERBOROUGH PIZZA BARN
21 Main St. #B, Jaffrey 71 Route 202, Peterborough
New Hampshire 532-4949 | www.aylmersgrille.com 924-7119
is the Cathedral JADE OCEAN CHINESE ARNIE’S PLACE
of the Pines, 5 Main St., Jaffrey 164 Loudon Road, Concord
between West 532-6727 228-3225 | www.arniesplace.com
Rindge and Jaffrey. This stop requires you to drive LILLY’S ON THE POND 103 RESTAURANT
. L 385 Route 202, Rindge 103 N. Main St., Rochester
a few miles out of your way, but it is well worth 899-3329 332-7790
it. Motorcyclists might recognize its name, as the
. . CAFE AT NOONE FALLS VATHALLY’S SUB & PIZZA
area is the home to several runs during the year. 50 Jaffrey Road #6, Peterborough 52 N. Main St., Rochester
It is also the home of the Women’s Memorial Bell 924-6818 | www.cafeatnoonefalls.com 332-0113

Tower, the only monument in the nation that

specifically honors and recognizes the women who have given their lives in the service of the United States.

The Cathedral serves as a non-denominational place of worship. With breathtaking views of Mt. Monadnock, sprawling
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gardens and lush forests, this is a spot worth your time. For more information on the

Cathedral of the Pines, visit www.cathedralofthepines.org.
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As you travel east you'll come across Shieling Forest, 45 acres of ridges
and valleys donated to the state by author Elizabeth Yates McGreal.
This state forest includes a wildflower preserve and plenty of

;/ hiking trails.

State parks and forests are frequent along the southwestern portion of

202. Most will require you to veer off the Route, but only by a small

margin. For a full list of parks and forests in the area, visit

;.Vln-che-nd:n ------
f www.nhdfl.org/new-hampshire-state-lands/state-owned-reservations.

Not far from Shieling Forest, in the town of Peterborough, is a small community admired by artists around the globe.
The MacDowell Colony, founded by composer Edward MacDowell and his wife Marian in 1907, serves as an inspiring
work environment for artists of all disciplines. In 1997 it received the National Medal of Arts for “nurturing and
inspiring many of this century’s finest artists.” Since its creation, the 450-acre colony has housed more than 4,500
artists, including 48 Pulitzer Prize-winning authors. It is the oldest colony of its kind in the U.S. If you have a chance
to drive through, spend some time admiring the views that have inspired artists from around the world. For more

information on the MacDowell Colony, visit www.macdowellcolony.org.

OXXCYCle Trip TipS: Outside the Henniker area, Route 202 merges with

Route 202 Route 9 and then U.S. Route 3 into Concord. Once in
Concord, it follows the path of Interstate 393. 1-393 ends

Route 202 comes into the state and turns into U.S. Route 4, but then Route 202 appears

just south of Rindge and heads

. smushed together with Routes 9 and 4. Route 4 splits off
northeast into Peterborough.

in the town of Northwood. Route 202 continues on

From Peterborough, Route 202 through Rochester. All this may seem confusing, but

heads almost directly north into once you're on the road, it is easy to follow Route 202 via

Hillsborough, where it meets . . . ) .
Route 9 and heads east toward highway signs and state maps. The condensing of routes in the capital area
Hopkinton and Concord. means easy access to downtown Concord and the various highway offshoots
that originate there.

Through Concord, Route 202

shares the road with I-393 and

Route 4, all heading east toward A trip up Route 202 could take any number of
Chichester and Northwood. days, depending on how far you’re willing to
travel. oxx >> nﬁmwn:vns

At Northwood, Route 202 splits
off and heads northeast toward
Rochester. Follow Route 202

through the city (or Route 16 Materials used with permission
around), and on the northeast from OxxCycle Magazine,
side Route 202 will head toward Copyright 2008

Maine.
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